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“Love is the bond that unites us with one 
another and with God.” 

~Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger 
Letter #949, December 8, 1850

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon. I 

want to offer my heartfelt gratitude for your friendship and unwavering support for 

our sisters. Your ongoing prayers, generous contributions and the countless ways 

you assist our sister communities bring me immense joy. We are able to continue 

our mission because of you and the impact of your many contributions is felt by our 

sisters.

The Women’s Leadership Luncheon provides us with a chance to acknowledge the 

distinctive impact and contributions of women within our communities and the wider 

world. We are excited to have so many of you join us today.

As you embrace the fellowship and community of those around you, we encourage 

you to remember this year’s theme: The Nun Study: Transforming the Future of 

Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Related Dementias. Established in the 1980s and 

involving 678 sisters, the Nun Study continues to shape Alzheimer’s research and 

treatments. The participation and contributions of these sisters illustrates how SSND 

are lifelong educators in all we do.  We also recognize today’s theme will resonate 

with many of you who know of someone or have a loved one courageously battling 

these terrible diseases and the effect it has on families and caretakers.

I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to our individual and corporate 

sponsors who made today’s complimentary event possible, while also addressing 

the pressing needs of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. I thank you for your ongoing 

commitment.

Yours in peace,

Sister Debra Marie Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader
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Mary Claire Diel  
Notre Dame High School Senior

Notre Dame High School is a  
sponsored ministry of the  
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Mary Claire Diel is a senior at Notre Dame High School.  
She plans on attending Maryville University for Speech and Language 
Pathology in the fall. Mary Claire embodies the charism of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame and Notre Dame High School as a confident, compassionate 
Christian in all aspects of her life. She is generous in spirit and gives her 
time freely with an open heart. At school, she is an active member of many 
organizations, including the National Honor Society, where she serves as the 
Vice President and an Academic Coach. Most notably, though, she spends a 
great deal of time out in the community, living her faith and assisting others 
in need. She has dedicated her time to a wide variety of causes, including 
volunteering at a local food pantry, offering speech language assistance, and 
developing the faith of others through various parish programs. In her spare 
time, Mary Claire likes to play tennis, swim, sing, and write.

Transforming the world through education

Join Us May 8, 2025,  
and support  

SSND on  
Give STL Day!
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Program
Welcome Sister Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND 

Provincial Councilor

Prayer Mary Claire Diel 
Notre Dame High School Senior

Introduction of Video Sister Charlene Zeisset, SSND

SSND Alzheimer’s  
Walk Video

Introduction of Speaker Sister Charlene Zeisset, SSND

Keynote Speaker Dr. Margaret Flanagan, M.D.
Associate Professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center San Antonio

Q&A

Closing Remarks Debbie Rohrich-Tyler, NDHS ‘87
Manager of Donor Relations and Events

Thank you for joining us at our 
annual Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon! To give now, please 
scan the QR code using your 
mobile device.

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Proud sponsors of

SSND Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon

2025
Saint Louis, MO

“At Bayer, we are inspired by the transformative power of 
science. Guided by our mission, ‘Science for a Better Life’, 
we are dedicated to realizing our vision of ‘Health for All, 

Hunger for None’. We are happy to celebrate the 
remarkable impact of women leaders in the St. Louis 

region, especially women in science.”

 - Dr. Ruth Wagner
VP, Head of Plant Biotechnology Data Science & Analytics

Bayer Crop Science
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Dr. Margaret (Maggie) 
Flanagan  
Associate Professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine at the University 
of Texas Health Science Center  
San Antonio

Speaker

Dr. Margaret (Maggie) Flanagan is an Associate Professor of Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine and holds the inaugural Endowed Baptist 
Health Foundation of San Antonio’s Distinguished Chair in Alzheimer and 
Neurodegenerative Diseases. As a physician-scientist and board-certified 
neuropathologist, she is committed to deciphering the pathophysiological 
mechanisms underlying dementia to enhance diagnostic and therapeutic 
approaches for these complex disorders.

Dr. Flanagan’s passion for medical science is deeply influenced by her 
family background. Born in the United States to an Irish father who gained 
American citizenship through his service in the U.S. Army, her family moved 
back to Ireland shortly after her birth. They planned to settle there long-
term. However, due to increasing political unrest known as “the Troubles” 
in the late 1980s, they returned to the U.S. just before Dr. Flanagan started 
kindergarten. This early experience of mobility and exposure to different 
cultures would later influence her approach to global health challenges. Her 
mother, a registered nurse for 46 years before the onset of a devastating 
rapidly progressive dementia, was a graduate of the Academy of Our Lady 
in Mount Greenwood, a high school run by the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
(SSND). This connection to a community dedicated to education and service 
profoundly shaped Dr. Flanagan’s career path, instilling in her a commitment 
to compassion and excellence in healthcare. The loss of her mother to 
dementia in July 2023 after a seven-year battle with the disease marked 
a deeply personal tragedy for Dr. Flanagan. During her mother’s illness, 

continued on next page
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Dr. Flanagan served as her primary caregiver and held power of attorney, 
confronting firsthand the challenges that families face when dealing with 
neurodegenerative diseases. This personal experience has further fueled her 
dedication to her research and her determination to find better treatments 
for Alzheimer’s Disease and related dementias.

Dr. Flanagan’s commitment to neuropathology began during her 
undergraduate years at the University of North Dakota, where she was 
introduced to microscopy and histopathology in the cytotechnology 
training program. Her passion for clinical research was further ignited at 
PRACS Institute, engaging in drug interaction and bioequivalence studies. 
These early experiences solidified her resolve to pursue a career in medical 
research. Opting to study overseas, Dr. Flanagan attended Trinity College 
Dublin, Ireland, benefiting from her dual Irish and American citizenship. 
Her medical school research project focused on the B-Raf proto-oncogene 
mutation in papillary thyroid carcinoma. During her first clinical rotation in 
geriatric medicine, she interacted with dementia patients and their families, 
which heightened her awareness of the disease’s complexities. This became 
deeply personal when her father was diagnosed with dementia, an event 
that occurred shortly before his passing in 2012 during her medical school 
years. Additionally, the loss of her mother to dementia in July 2023, has only 
deepened Dr. Flanagan’s dedication to her research and her commitment to 
discovering more effective treatments for Alzheimer’s Disease and related 
dementias.

Upon returning to the United States, Dr. Flanagan completed an Anatomic 
Pathology residency at the University of Washington. There, she developed 
a cost-effective brain autopsy protocol that adhered to the National Institute 
on Aging and Alzheimer’s Association guidelines, reducing costs by over 
70% while preserving diagnostic breadth of the original guidelines. She then 
advanced to a Neuropathology fellowship at Stanford University, where 
she refined Alzheimer’s Disease and Parkinson’s Disease panels for the 
Multiplexed ion beam imaging quantitative platform, enhancing the study 
of brain pathologies. Her tenure at Stanford was supported by a National 
Institutes of Health career development supplement through the university’s 
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center. As the Acting Neuropathology Core 
Leader at Stanford’s Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center under  
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her mentor Dr. Thomas Montine’s supervision, Dr. Flanagan spearheaded the 
development of a novel brain banking protocol and collaborated with other 
prominent Neuropathology cores at institutions such as Rush University, 
University of California San Francisco, and the University of Pennsylvania.

Currently, Dr. Flanagan directs a leading-edge research laboratory at 
the University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio. Her team 
employs a multidisciplinary approach, integrating quantitative molecular 
platforms, biomarker development, and the synthesis of biostatistics 
with epidemiological assessments. She also serves as Neuropathology 
Core Leader for the federally funded South Texas Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research Center, directs the Bigg’s Institute Brain Bank, serves as the Lead 
Neuropathologist for the Honolulu Asia Aging Study, and oversees the 
iconic Nun Study on Aging and Alzheimer’s Disease. In her role with the 
Nun Study, Dr. Flanagan meticulously correlates brain autopsy findings with 
cognitive and physical assessments from the participants’ lifetimes, aiming 
to elucidate the progression of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. 
Her contributions have led to numerous significant publications that offer 
new insights into the interplay between brain pathologies, lifestyle factors, 
and genetics in the development of neurodegenerative diseases.

Dr. Flanagan is at the forefront of digital pathology in dementia and aging 
focused research. She plays a crucial role in a groundbreaking initiative 
aimed at connecting multiple Alzheimer’s Disease Research Centers to 
enhance and standardize advanced analytics for whole slide images. She is 
working with collaborators to generate a federated platform to facilitate 
efficient and streamlined data sharing and analyses of human digital 
neuropathological slides created from brain autopsy samples. This involves 
the development of an open-source platform that aggregates data from 
multiple repositories into a central registry portal, employing the FAIR 
(findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable) principles. She is also 
developing and validating artificial intelligence pathology tools. This work 
optimizes these tools, specifically their diagnostic and research capabilities. 
Through Dr. Flanagan’s leadership in these cutting-edge efforts, she is 
helping to shape the future of neuropathological research by leveraging 
digital technology to improve the accuracy and efficiency of diagnoses and 
enhance the understanding of neurodegenerative diseases.

continued on next page
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Through her extensive research, teaching, and leadership roles, Dr. Flanagan 
continues to significantly advance our understanding of Alzheimer’s 
and related neurodegenerative diseases, informing the development of 
future interventions and enhancing patient care. This journey, enriched 
by her mother’s legacy and her own diverse experiences, exemplifies her 
commitment to making a meaningful impact in the field of neuropathology.

mercy.net/STEM

Find care to keep you 
out front at

Mercy salutes
Kadi Montez and 
all our pioneering 
women caregivers.

Thank you SSND for your 
commitment to transforming 
the world through education.
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Venue Sponsor

Presenting Sponsor
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$5,000 Sponsors
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$1,000 Sponsors
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$1,000 Sponsors

Madonna T. Emht
In memory of Sister Alene Faul, SSND

Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In memory of Sister Rose Ann Bacak, SSND

Jack and Georgie Gibbs
In memory of Sister Clarea Hotze, SSND

Margaret Sullivan, PhD
In memory of Sister Kathryn Hoener, SSND

Saint Gabriel ~ Women at the Well
In honor of Sister Gail Buckman, SSND

Joan C. Harris
In memory of Sandra Hendricks

Carol Jean Tilley
In honor of Sister Linda Jansen, SSND

Jean Buchana and Mary Cook 
In memory of Sister Dolores Shea, SSND

Marty Hoormann Campbell, Rosary Class of 1970
In memory of Vivian Povard 

In memory of Sister Sharon Rempe, SSND 
In honor of Sister Karl Mary Winkelmann, SSND

Patti Brock and Rae Ann Keilty
In honor of Sister Carol Jean Dust, SSND

Thank you to all of our anonymous donors who 
helped to make this event possible.
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Alberici Constructors

Ashrei Foundation,  
Rabbi Susan Talve 
In memory of  
Sister Judith Best, SSND

Commerce Trust Company

Sue Ehrhardt 
In memory of Sister Christian Marie 
(Carol) Ehrhardt, SSND

Feed My People

Kutis Funeral Home, Inc.

MBhealth Insurance Agency

Alice and Bob Reinecke

Rosati-Kain Academy

Saint Louis Behavioral  
Medicine Institute

Martha M. Sherman

Society of Jesus, US Central & 
Southern Province

Society of the Sacred Heart 
United States Canada Province

The Doherty Family

Your Optimal Healthcare ~ 
Mary Orris, NP

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

$500 Sponsors
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$250 Sponsors
Affton-Lemay Chiropractic, 
Dr. Edward A. Hengel and  
Dr. Angela K. Creed

Affton School District

Cathedral of St. Peter

Ann M. Corrigan

Dowling’s Auto Body

Bonnie and L. B.  
Eckelkamp, Jr.

Sister Carol Grawe, SSND 
In memory of Harriette Guenther

Hancock Place School District

Kohl Wholesale

Kraft Family 
In memory of 
Martin, Mary Ann, Dennis Kraft, 
Grace and Frank Rice

Millhouse & Neal, LLP

Michaela Muckenthaler

Jeanne M. Newton 
In memory of Jenny Newton

Notre Dame High School  
Class of 1966

Karen Rengstorf 
In memory of Lily Rengstorf

Sisters of St. Joseph  
of Carondelet

Sisters of the  
Most Precious Blood

SSM Health -  
Physical Therapy

St. Andrew’s Resources for 
Seniors System

Darlene Vanderjack 
In honor of Sister Joyce Engle, SSND

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Donna and Jerry Bauer

Janet and Wayne Block

Elizabeth Bryan

Kathy Bumberry 
In memory of Bernyce (Roewe)  
Austermann, Class of 1949

Janice Charnisky 
In memory of the Charnisky  
Family of Nokomis, Illinois

Mr. and Mrs.  
Edward T. Davis, Jr 
In honor of all  
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Robert Dohogne

Sandra Ellison

Joannie Farris 
In memory of  
Sister Catherine Kroeger, SSND

Judith Faulkner

Richard C. Fichter

Jeanette Gilmore

Michelle (Dodt) Gunning 
In memory of  
Eddie Dodt and Marianne Gunning

James Hlaca

Marilyn (Winkeler) Hummel 
In honor of  
Sister Doris Jean Grewe, SSND

Leonard Jansen

Kirsten and Keith Kempker 
In memory of  
Nanette Ellis, SSND Associate

Mary and Dick Kirschman 
In memory of  
Sister Inez Bocklage, SSND

Merrell A. Massmann 
In memory of Ruth Massmann

Steve Maune 
In memory of Yvonne Maune

Raymond McIllece

Pat Mueller

Bernie and Ken Otke

Lois and Philip Poepsel, DO

Debbie Rohrich-Tyler,  
NDHS ‘87 and Farrell Tyler 
In honor of  
Kathleen Bucher Rohrich, NDHS ‘64 
In memory of  
Peter M. Rohrich, Jr.

Carolyn Sedabres 
In memory of Barbara Schwarz

Donna and William Sell

Lynn M. (Cermak) Sims 
In memory of  
Marcella (Tojo) Cermak

William Straatmann
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$100 Supporters

Genevieve Binder 
In memory of  
Sister Irene Cline, SSND

Rich and Pat Bradley 
In honor of  
Sister Celine Schumacher, SSND

Delores (Stimac)Brown

Julia Ann Burch

Audrey Campbell 
In memory of Sharon Kerber

Mary Ruth and Tony Casey 
In honor of Ana Casey

Anne M. Chrun

Susan and Mark Dust 
In memory of  
Edward and Celeste Dust

Susan Fox Fagan 
In honor of  
Sister Michaelina Dunne, SSND

Carolyn Farrell

Thomas Guyette

Joan Hahne 
In honor of Don and Joan Hahne

Daniel Heck

Ann Hotze

Karen Klaus

Robert L. Klingele Family 
In memory of  
Rupp and Klingele Families

Alice Brug Levantino, NDHS ‘51 
In memory of  
Joseph J. Levantino

Margaret Jane Lipa

Ann Ludlow

Leah and Steven Malerich

Lucille and David Tobben 
In memory of  
Sister Judith Best, SSND

Lois Vollmer, SSND Associate

Gina Walsh

Kathy Wenzel

Sharon Wetter 
In memory of  
Sister Maggi Judge, SSND

Mary Ann Winkelmann 
In memory of  
May and Art English

Theresa Wuebbels
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Mary Ann McGann 
In memory of  
Sister Mary Magdalen Wieck, SSND

Amy E. Meister 
In memory of  
SSND’s who taught me

Barb and Chris Milke 
In memory of Eleanor Groene

Joan Metzger Moehl

Marlene and Robert Nickels

Marianne Petru

Pat (Janson) Roy 
In memory of  
Sister Boniface Janson, SSND

Sharon Savens

Neide and Ken Steiner 
In memory of  
Sister Joan Markus, SSND

Catherine Metzger Stenger

Janet Walker Tellman

Jean Van De Riet

Carol Wilcox

Joyce Wilton, Nancy Dorr,  
Beth McAuliffe 
In memory of Eleanor Helfrich,  
Kathryn Dorr & Ellen Umlauf

Kristin Wright, PhD  
and John Sobol

Elaine Zielinski

Annette D. Abt 
In honor of Joann (Abt) Rich 
In honor of  
Beverly (Abt) Thompson

Thomas F. Barnhouse 
In memory of  
Mrs. Ann V. Barnhouse

Jolene Dellinger Battles,  
NDHS ‘66 
In memory of  
Janet Dellinger Pinski, NDHS ‘71

Susan DeFrank 
In honor of  
Sister Teresita Gonzales, SSND 
In honor of  
Sister Carol Grawe, SSND

Carol Devanny

George Emke 
In memory of Mary A. Emke

Mark and Ellie Flynn 
In memory of  
deceased members of Flynn family
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Joel C. George, Jr.

Susan and Jim Gieseke

Judy Goeckner

Helen Heugel 
In memory of Stella Borowski

Mary Hummert

Loretta (Mansfield) Jones

Fran Kellems

Betty Kondracki 
In memory of Henry Kondracki

Kreutz Girls ~ Penny ’71,  
Debbie ’72 and Mary ‘73 
In memory of  
Teresa (Ebert) Kreutz, NDHS ‘47

Chris and Pat Lambrecht 
In memory of Joseph and Rowena 
(parents) 
In memory of Bernice (sister) 
In memory of Sisters Andrew, Jo-
lende and Leocadia Meyer (aunts)

Jenny Lanzafame

Leora May

Ann Michalski

Joan (Metzger) Moehl,  
NDHS ‘63 
In memory of  
Sister Rene Edelmann, SSND

Rosemary Morgan 
In memory of Agnes Paskas

Gari-Anne Patzwald 
In honor of  
Sister Marlene Manney, SSND 
In honor of  
Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

Father Pat Peter

Sue Ann Pitti

Deborah (Haug) Pohlman, SEA 
Class of  ‘70

Rita Renner

Debbie Rohrich-Tyler,  
NDHS ‘87 
In memory of Jed Moss

Ginny Schrappen

Donna and George Sciuto

Jeanne Sullentrup 
In memory of  
Sister Carol Sullentrup, SSND

Marie and Thomas Trost

Whole Health Outreach 
In memory of  
Sister Cynthia Brinkman, SSND

Margaret (Moehl) Yohe,  
NDHS ‘63 
In memory of  
Sister Margaurite Reininger, SSND
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ascension.org
© Ascension 2025. All rights reserved.

Together, we can work to build a stronger  
community and make a life-changing difference,  

with special attention to those most in need. 

Committed to serving  
the community together
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Women Honorees

Sister Janice  
Fennewald, SSND
Transportation  
Coordinator, School  
Sisters of Notre Dame  
Central Pacific Province
Jim Butler Auto Group

On behalf of Jim Butler Auto Group, we are pleased to honor Sister Janice 
Fennewald. To know Sister Janice is to know love, peace and God’s grace.  
Her commitment to Christ and his children along with her undeniable 
sacrifices are to say the least, exemplary. She brings laughter and joy to all 
around her. With all our love, we thank you, Sister Janice. You are a beautiful 
light in our lives.

Claire Rudelic
Vice President Senior 
Portfolio Manager
Midwest BankCentre

We would like to nominate Claire Rudelic for the SSND Women’s Leadership 
Award. Claire goes above and beyond to create an exceptional experience 
for our clients, ensuring their expectations aren’t just met — they’re 
exceeded. Her servant leadership lifts those around her, strengthening both 
team morale and performance. Thanks to her dedication and expertise, a 
key client relationship has doubled, and she has consistently surpassed goals 
every year at the Bank. Claire is not only a trusted partner to our clients but 
also a valued colleague and positive force in our community. 

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Kadi Montez
Vice President of  
Business Transformation
Mercy

Kadi Montez is passionate about women in STEM with a wealth of diverse 
experiences and leadership in that field. Kadi started her career in health 
care as a physical therapist before shifting to clinical informatics, and then 
to health care strategy and hospital administration where she led teams in 
aggressive growth and advancement of critical services to the community. 
She currently serves as vice president of business transformation for Mercy’s 
technology division where she is focused on maximizing the benefit of 
technology solutions in clinical and administrative settings. Kadi earned 
a master’s in health administration and health informatics and defended 
her doctoral thesis in higher education administration on the integration 
of informatics into clinical degree programs. She has influenced the 
next generation of caregivers by serving as a clinical instructor in health 
informatics and clinical decision support at local universities. Kadi is a well-
rounded, respected, thoughtful and accomplished leader who emphasizes 
practical and quality focused approaches while leading with integrity, heart 
and humor.

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Jamie Pollard
School Counselor
Notre Dame High School

Jamie Pollard is a school counselor at Notre Dame High School.  She has 
served 28 years in public, private, and residential schools in suburban, rural, 
and international environments, working with Pre K-College students in 
traditional, special, and alternative education. She has been at Notre Dame 
High School since 2017 and has been an integral member of the faculty. 
Jamie works to ensure that the students at Notre Dame High School are 
supported socially and emotionally while also being an invaluable resource 
for the college admissions process and college scholarship process.  Jamie 
is dedicated to her students and her school.  She spends countless hours 
working behind the scenes to ensure that her students are given the best 
opportunities and have the support they need to succeed in high school and 
life thereafter.  Her commitment to her faith is inspiring to her students and 
her colleagues.  Notre Dame High School is proud to recognize Mrs. Jamie 
Pollard for being a woman of professional grace and dedication. 
Jamie truly embodies the mission of Notre Dame High School of being a 
confident, compassionate Christian woman leader, and we are thrilled to 
recognize the contributions she has made to the school.   
Congratulations, Jamie! 

Women Honorees

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Sister Honorees
Sister Rose Ann Bacak 
Honored by Jack and Georgie Gibbs
The Bacak family was a prominent family in St. Elizabeth’s Parish in 
Alice, Texas, in the 1950’s. I went to school with the Bacak children 
at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic School, staffed by the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame at that time. Rose Ann was two years ahead of 

me in school, and her brothers, James and Hank, were before and after me. 
I remember Rose Ann was an excellent student, a very pretty girl, and active 
in church. Her sister, Barbara, was several years younger and the baby of the 
family, and also a very pretty girl, and favorite with the sisters.

Sister Gail Buckman
Honored by St. Gabriel ~ Women at the Well
On the 90th Anniversary of St. Gabriel the Archangel School, we 
want to honor Sister Gail Buckman, who retired in 2024 after 
having served as band director for 27 years.  Sister Gail, always 

smiling, could be found not only in the band room, but also on the playground 
and as a crossing guard greeting the students. Sister Gail was the last of the 147 
SSND educators who taught at St. Gabriel over 9 decades.  St. Gabriel owes a 
debt of gratitude to the School Sisters of Notre Dame who devoted their lives 
to helping generations of students reach their potential, both academically 
and by guiding their faith lives.

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

www.daughtersofcharity.org

Blessings on all Women at all Stages 
of Life who Serve as Peacemakers!
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Sister Carol Jean Dust
Honored by Patti Brock and Rae Ann Keilty
“In all may God be our goal and end, our highest good, in Whom we 
find all that makes us content and truly happy”. Blessed Theresa 
Gerhardinger. For 60 plus years Sister Carol Jean Dust, SSND (Dusty), 
has been one of our closest friends and we have witnessed her 

live this quote lovingly, faithfully and consistently. This has been true whether 
her ministry called her to be an elementary or secondary teacher, a Missionary 
to Honduras, or a coordinator of religious education. In addition to serving as 
General Council member or serving the Central Pacific Province as Chairperson 
of the SSND Ministry Commission or serving on the Vocations Team for North 
America… God, and God alone has been Dusty’s goal. Dusty has touched many 
lives, from near and far! How blessed we are to know her as a sister in community, 
as a family member, as a friend, or as a former student. She challenges us to be 
faith-filled, hope-filled and love-filled PEOPLE. Thank you, Dear Dusty!

Sister Honorees

Sister Ruth Emke
Honored by Mary Emke
Ruth knew her calling at a very young age.  (I have to admit to 
the joy of having my own room when she joined the sisters at 
the age of 14.)  Her service to God and others has taken her to 
many places around the globe.  She taught young minds from Los 

Angeles to Sierra Leone, West Africa.  Her passion, though, is ministry which 
she has managed to do, in small ways and large, wherever she’s been.  Through 
it all, she has remained grounded in faith and family.  As her then very young 
niece, upon hearing her called “Sister Ruth”, chimed, “She’s just Ruthie!”  So 
proud to be her sister.

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon
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Sister Honorees

Sister Patricia Gravemann 
Honored by Joan C. Harris
In honor of my dear cousin who generates happiness in the 
spiritual experience of living every day with love, grace, and 
gratitude. She is very inspiring to all around her!

Sister Alene Faul 
Honored by The Pawlowicz Sisters:  Stephanie Vergara, Ma-
donna Emht and Geralyn Gossett
Some memories of the loveable, unforgettable S. Alene Faul, SSND ~
Her sense of joy peppered with an adorable dash of impishness. 

Her unself-conscious great big belly-shaking laugh. Her persistent yet gentle 
push for students to have the courage to think and act outside the box.
Her uncanny sense of our innate abilities & encouragement to try new things 
(think debate team). Her boundless love of theater & drama; noteworthy was 
her ability to include a student’s personal talent into a production (think roller 
skaters, baton twirlers). Her love of language and her continual desire to learn, 
e.g. off she went to get her doctorate, coif & wimple blowing in the wind no 
doubt. Her community outreach - not only was she involved with adult learning, 
but courageously introducing new topics, e.g. the Silva Mind Control Method 
at Blow School! What a gal!

2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon

More than                      downloads.

Hundreds of inspirational conversations with guests 
including Martin Luther King III, Mitch Albom, 
Lauren Daigle and Women’s Leadership Luncheon 
keynote speaker Rabbi Susan Talve...

Real takeaways to help you live inspired 

7 miiii

and mme.
nn!

www.JohnOLearyInspires.com 
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Sister Honorees
Sister Jo Donna Grimes 
Peter M. Rohrich III, PMR Law
The flame may go out, but the light stays bright forever.
On December 29, 2007, Sister Jo Donna Grimes answered our 
Lord’s call, and I am humbled to have the opportunity to honor 
her life and legacy. No matter what age we are, we all have 

memories of a favorite teacher or school administrator who impacted our 
lives in a positive way.  Sister Jo Donna was that for me. While attending 
St. Martin of Tours grade school, I had the opportunity to learn many life 
lessons from Sister Jo Donna, who was the acting principal. I am fully aware 
that some of these life lessons came as I treaded hot water and while I am 
certain I tested her patience at times.  Sister Jo Donna was always willing to 
give me and other students a second chance, and as I recall, sometimes a 
third, fourth or fifth chance.  While demonstrating keen leadership skills, her 
compassion for inspiring others, especially the children she taught, created 
an environment for kids to grow, learn and flourish under her leadership. 
Today, I am proud to say that Sister Jo Donna made me a better person and 
left the world a treasured place for students like me and the countless lives 
she touched. 

Sister Kathryn Hoener 
Honored by Dr. Margaret Sullivan, PhD
Someone we’ll always treasure in our hearts.
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Sister Honorees

Sister Rosemary Hufker 
Honored by Gerry Hufker
In memory of my big sister who meant so much to the family 
and to the SSND.  We are grateful for all the work that she  
has done.

Sister Clarea Hotze  
Honored by Jack and Georgie Gibbs
Sister Clarea taught 7th and 8th grade at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
School in Alice, Texas, in the last 1950’s. I attended her classes 
in 1953-54 and 1954-55. She was a very inspirational teacher and 

expected the best from her students. She was a joyful and cheerful person, 
but a strict disciplinarian. She gave me the love of learning and the mastery of 
good study habits that carried me easily through public high school, college and 
later in life. Aside from my parents, Sister Clarea was the first major influence 
on my life.  
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Sister Linda Jansen 
Honored by Carol Jean Tilley
The lady I chose to honor today is not affected by riches… she 
has never desired to pile up treasures on earth …‘cause she 
knows that sparkling diamonds and colored stones do not last, 
but laying up treasure in Heaven will satisfy a person for all 

eternity. Sister Linda Jansen came to Notre Dame College as a Postulant in 
1959. There she studied business courses and became known for her keen 
sense of organization and teamwork. The years flew by and in 1963, Sister 
Linda was missioned to her first assignment. When stationed to Ripa some 
years later, she learned of the broader challenges that go with the daily 
demands of Sisters throughout the Community. She became a much-desired 
community member and she was often called upon to organize activities, 
prepare newsletter contributions, and assist with preparing budgets and 
projections for the future. While at Ripa during her current assignment, Linda 
kept in close touch with the Novitiate/Profession “Class of ’63.” This meant 
that Linda sent out a regular newsletter, carrying news of Jubilees, awards 
and recognitions, requests for prayers, and notices of a classmate’s passing. 
She did this all with love and compassion. We deeply appreciate Linda’s quiet 
and loving style and look forward to her ongoing communications with us.

Sister Honorees

Sister Philip Marie Link  
Honored by The Honorable Andrew J. Gleeson
The years have steadily and methodically moved on. Holy Angels 
Parish, East St. Louis, IL, is a distant and yet poignant memory, 
of which the School Sisters of Notre Dame are an integral part. 

They were the “presence” in our school life and parish activities, and none 
more prominent that Sister Philip Marie Link. Sister Philip Marie was the 
principal for the majority of my time there as a student. The school had an 
enrollment of 550-600 students, sixteen teachers (of which approximately 
half were SSND) and staff all supervised by Sister Philip Marie.  And the school 
ran like clockwork! As I reflect on Sister Philip Marie’s presence at Holy Angels, 
I recognize and appreciate that she was an exceptional administrator whose 
mission was to create the absolute best Catholic learning environment possible.  
Thank you, Sister Philip Marie Link for a job well done!
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Sister Honorees
Sister Dolores Shea 
Honored by Jean Buchana, SSND Associate
Sister Dolores was my mentor in guiding me as I studied to be a 
School Sisters of Notre Dame associate. She was always gentle 
and kind. We remained friends while she lived at Sancta Maria 
in Ripa, St. Louis, and at The Sarah Community, Bridgeton, 

Missouri. I miss her.

Sister Karl Mary Winkelmann
Honored by Marty Hoormann Campbell, Rosary High School, 
Class of 1970
Many times, in my life, I have found myself saying that I was 
raised by the SSNDs. I had the privilege of having them as 
my teachers in both grade school and high school. Although 

many of the sisters influenced various facets of who I became, only one in 
particular do I consider to be a pillar of my life. Sister Karl Mary Winkelmann, 
SSND, significantly contributed to my foundation of beliefs and played a 
major role in my life choices. At Rosary High School, Sister Karl Mary was 
not only my freshman homeroom teacher, but my Latin teacher as well. I 
was blessed again in my junior year to have her as my Theology teacher, 
maybe called Religion in high school. In senior year she was assigned as 
my guidance counselor. She utilized each of these opportunities to teach 
all of us, by word and example, how to live by our faith as kind, caring, 
and thoughtful individuals. Because of her gift of listening and insight, she 
helped guide me to a very fulfilling career as a physical therapist which I 
knew nothing about before her advice and encouragement. I believe that 
it is because of Sister Karl Mary that I was so happy in my chosen career. 
I would not be the person I am without the great influence and example 
of Gospel living that I have received from her. Thank you, Sister Karl Mary, 
not only for your life-long friendship, but especially for teaching me faith in 
action. I will be forever grateful.
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MEMBER FDIC | NMLS #685869

Choosing to make a difference in  
the  St. Louis region can be as easy  
as choosing where you bank.

At Midwest BankCentre, 
$95 out of every $100 
deposited locally stays 
in the St. Louis region, 
to build St. Louis area 
businesses and families.

MidwestBankCentre.com  

 BANK LOCAL.
 MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Thank you, School Sisters 
of Notre Dame for your 
commitment to our community!
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EMILY HAYDEN-COOK
2 0 0 8  G R A D U A T E  O F  N O T R E  D A M E

You've helped
make me who I am

3 1 4 - 2 0 2 - 9 3 1 2
E m i l y @ L u x R E c o . c o m

L u x R E c o . c o m

SCHOOL SISTERS
THANK YOU

FOR ENRICHING
THE LIVES OF OUR

COMMUNITY

L U X R E C O
L U X E M B E R G  R E A L T Y  C O
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Let us be instruments  
of peace 

SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
THANKS TO THE

We extend our heartfelt gratitude for your
years of compassion and care. Your

dedication has touched countless lives,
creating a place of comfort, joy, and

support. The difference you’ve made in
our community will be felt for years to
come. Thank you for being apart of 

The Sarah Community. 
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL 

Get a quote today

Insurance made easy.
It's called service.

Agent

8913 Gravois Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63123-4623

Bus: 314-481-1300
tammy@stlautoquote.com
       
        

T Luechtefeld Ins Agcy Inc
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OUR PROGRAMS

Caregivers use our free cards in public to
discreetly share their loved ones’ stories. 

WE OFFER FINANCIAL, SOCIAL, AND EMOTIONAL WELL-
BEING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES TO DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS
LOCALLY AND NATIONWIDE. 
ALL OUR PROGRAMS ARE FREE FOR CAREGIVERS AND THEIR
LOVED ONES WITH ALZHEIMER’S OR OTHER RELATED
DEMENTIAS. 

Nominated dementia caregivers throughout the
U.S. receive appreciation packages and
recognition certificates; many receive monetary
support. 

CAREGIVER  RESPITE  INITIATIVE

CAREGIVER  CARDS

These free St. Louis-based outings are designed
for both the caregiver and their loved one with
memory loss. We visit many wonderful St. Louis-
based establishments, like the Zoo, the Botanical
Gardens, SLAM, and many local restaurants.  

CAREGIVER - COMPANION  OUTINGS

We partner with St. Louis restaurants to train
their staff in dementia best practices to give
caregivers an enjoyable dining experience where
their loved ones are understood and supported. 

DEMENTIA  - FRIENDLY  DINING 

Our mission is simple –
support the dementia
caregiver! 

WWW.THECAREGIVERCLUB.ORG

Scan to
Learn
More

 

Hoeing Law 
Stefani Hoeing, JD 
56 Grasso Plaza 

Saint Louis, Missouri 63123 
Stefani@hoeinglaw.com 

(314) 833-4440 
Choice of a legal professional should not be based solely on advertising. 

Estate Planning · Probate Administration · Traffic Tickets · Small Business Planning 
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倀䔀吀䔀刀 䴀⸀ 刀伀䠀刀䤀䌀䠀 䤀䤀䤀
倀䴀刀 䰀䄀圀 䰀䰀䌀Ⰰ

Thank You To

The School Sisters of Notre Dame 
for 

Their Many Years of Ministry!

(314) 609-9287 | peter@pmrlawyer.com 
2718 West Osage, Pacific, Missouri 63069 
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9939 Gravois Road 
ST. Louis, Missouri 63123-4211 

 
314-631-0200 
618-509-5950 

 
www.dbopc.com 

 
FFiirrmm  FFoouunnddeedd  iinn  11996666  

  
OOffffiicceess  iinn  MMiissssoouurrii  aanndd  IIlllliinnooiiss  

 
              Michael R. Bamvakais       Joseph P. O’Keefe 

 
Elizabeth Breig-Warren      Alexandrea J. Pawlowski 

 
Mark F. Mueller, Of Counsel 

 

 
Dill, Bamvakais & O’Keefe, P.C. primarily practices in the areas of estate 
planning, probate law, probate estate administration, trust administration and 
general business law. The firm, and a number of its attorneys, are rated either as 
a top “AV Preeminent” lawyer or as "AV" by Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, 
the highest ratings for legal ability and general ethical standards in the practice of 
law. 
 

 
The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
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FOR
SALE

YOUR ADDRESS
HERE

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE BUT DON’T WANT
 TO BE MANSPLAINED THROUGH IT ALL?

@THEOFFICIALJESSLEPAGE
 314-606-5036

A TASTE OF HOME | KELLER WILLIAMS ST LOUIS |OFFICE 314-775-0466

My female-founded (and darn proud of it), STL real
estate company makes big scary moves feel easy!

Ope, I’m also:
’03 ND grad (Go Rebels!)
 Selling houses since 2017

Affton Lemay Chamber of Commerce member

Jess Lepage
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e

John Miller
Massage Therapist

(314) 580-2680
(314) 832-3300

Best Wishes For 

TThhee  SScchhooooll  SSiisstteerrss  ooff  NNoottrree  DDaammee’’ss
WWoommeenn''ss  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  LLuunncchheeoonn

In loving memory

Dr. John M. Blalock, DC

e
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Thank you School Sisters of Notre Dame
for your dedication and continued

support of the Lemay community and
The Housing Partnership!

Making home happen!

Proud to serve the Lemay
community for more than 25 years! 

www.TheHousingPartnershipSTL.org

Homebuyer 
Services

Residential
Development

Home Repair 
Services
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(314) 492-2325
St Peters, MO 63304

6123 Mid Rivers Mall DR
St Peters, MO

(636) 245-2340
Arnold, mO 63010

834 Arnold Commons
Arnold, MO

(314) 942-3535
Brentwood, MO 63144
9040 Manchester Rd
St Louis-Brentwood

(636) 220-6087
Chesterfield, MO 63017

159 Lamp and Lantern Village

St Louis-Chesterfield(Town and Country),MO

NothingBundtCakes.com
Order Online Today!

NothingBundtCakes.comNothingBundtCakes.com
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www.orlandogardens.com 

 

● 2 Event & Conference Centers 
 

● 56 Years of catering experience  
    to St. Louis’ most unique  
    event venues! 

   

 ...specializing in delicious food,  
unique  presentation, and 

first class service!  
 

Call For Details 

Maryland Heights 
 314-453-9000 

South County 
314-638-6660 
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Please contact us for your next 
corporate meeting, event, wedding, 

or hotel room block needs!

River City Casino & Hotel
(314) 388–7810  •  RCC_Group_Sales@PennEntertainment.com

Hollywood Casino St. Louis
(314)770–7734  •  STL-Sales@PennEntertainment.com

Must be 21 to gamble. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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Join other women from Affton & Lemay! 
Along with networking, the goal for this small

group is to share, support, educate, and
encourage fellow women in the Chamber. 

Each meeting will focus on topics and issues
relevant to women in the workplace.

WWW.AFFTONLEMAYCHAMBER.COM

314.631.3100
9815  Mackenz ie  Road
Af f ton ,  Missour i  63 123

Women's Networking Group
 Mon th l y  on  3 rd  Thu r sday  @  9 :00  am

Sharpshoo te r s  P i t  &  Gr i l l
8 135  Gravo i s  Road ,  63 123

/groups/brewafftonlemay
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Past Speakers
2024 Rabbi Susan Talve

Founding Rabbi, Central Reform Congregation, St. Louis, Missouri 
Founder and Cheif Executive Officer, Ashrei Foundation

2023 Michelle Russo Steeg, MA, LPC, NCC
MCS Counseling,  
Notre Dame High School, Class of 2001

2022 Aamina B. Akhtar, M.D
Chief Medical Officer  
Mercy Hospital South

2021 Shannon Hauf
Senior Vice President and  
Head of Seed Production  
Innovation 
Bayer Crop Science

2020 Ann Cuielette Marr
Executive Vice President, Global Human Resources 
World Wide Technology, Inc.

2019 Kimberly A. Ritter
Director of Development, Senior Account Manager 
Nix Conference & Meeting Management

2018 Susan Block
Family Lawyer, retired Circuit Judge,  
Founder of Caring for Kids, Inc.

2017 Donna Heckler
Director of Communications, Society of the Sacred Heart

2016 The Honorable Anne-Marie Clarke 
Family Court Commissioner, Hearing Officer 
Alumna of Rosati-Kain High School-St. Louis, 1967

2015 Patricia Martens Balke, Ph.D.
Educator, Author, Psychotherapist, Volunteer, NDHS ‘61

2014 Lynne M. Jackson
President and Founder, Dred Scott Heritage Foundation

2013 Bridget McDermott Flood
Executive Director, Incarnate Word Foundation

2012 Maureen Hermann
President, Marian Middle School

Marsha Benney, CPA
Chief Financial Officer 
Midwest BankCentre

Wanda Kolo, LEED AP
Director, Sustainable Operations 
 & Construction Management 
St. Louis Zoo
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School Sisters of 
Notre Dame 
Associates

Fifty years ago, the Congregation encouraged the provinces 
to consider establishing associates within their regions. Thus, 
the seeds were sown. Now, five decades later, the roots have 
grown strong, and the blossoms are more beautiful than ever.

To learn about the associate program email 
associatesinfo@ssndcp.org or use the QR code.

Associates celebrate  
50 years!
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Thank you for attending our 2025 Women’s Leadership Luncheon. All 
proceeds benefit the ministries of the sisters who devote their lives to 

creating positive, systemic change throughout the world.

If you would like to make a gift, you can scan the QR code on page 3, 
donate by credit card at the registration desk or make your check payable to  

School Sisters of Notre Dame. 

We would like to thank our volunteers from  
Notre Dame High School for serving as greeters today!
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We wish to thank the advisory committee members  
for their support and friendship: 

Sister Janice Fennewald, SSND
Sister Joanne Hanrahan, SSND

Angie Schmid, Independent Consultant, Jordan Essentials
Dr. Ruth Wagner, Bayer

Roy Wunsch, Haven Recovery Homes
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